Jeanne Sheaffer Chase

223 Old Lynchburg Road

Charlottesville, Virginia 22903-4124

Tel: (434) 977-1723

e-mail: pdcjsc@earthlink.net

November 14, 2006

Good Evening, Members of the Albemarle County Planning Commission,

I come to you as a representative of the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association as a Board member and a thirty-three year resident of Charlottesville.  Thirty of those years has been as a resident of Old Lynchburg Road between Middleton and Jefferson Park Avenue.  

We are a residential street of over forty open driveways some of which are steep with a posted speed in several locations of twenty-five miles per hour (25 m.p.h.).  We are a residential street that leads to Azalea Park which our children and their families should be able to get to safely on foot and by bicycle.  We are a residential street with blind curves which is seeing currently a daily average total of 5,300 vehicles using our street to move residents south of Azalea Park into Charlottesville.  As an eye witness to a child’s death on this road in front of my home years ago I ask for your heightened awareness and responsible planning.   The driver was NOT at fault in this fatality.  Coming out of a blind curve as the child was coming down the steep driveway on a Big Wheel  the child passed under the vehicle as it passed the bottom of the driveway.  This driver was not speeding.  However, the posted speed is ignored by many who enter our neighborhood via Old Lynchburg Road whose daily average speed is in excess of 40 m.p.h. We have an increase of pedestrians and bicyclists trying to navigate this street of no shoulders and no sidewalks trying to get to their destinations safely.  Our street can not handle this volume currently and certainly can not handle any increases of traffic from more development south of Azalea Park.  

Our Fry’s Spring Neighborhood is a wonderful part of the City and we choose to keep it this way for our families presently living here as well as for families looking to put down roots in future years, but with the high volume of traffic being forced through this neighborhood via Old Lynchburg Road which begins as a residential street at Azalea Park for the City of Charlottesville the quality of life for our residents is not what you would ask of your neighbors to endure on the street on which you live. 

We need the County of Albemarle, the University of Virginia, the City of Charlottesville, and the developers of parcels of land south of Azalea Park to put into immediate action the building of connector roads that will distribute this high volume of traffic around Charlottesville and into the University of Virginia in a fair and responsible way so that our neighborhood of Fry’s Spring is not having to deal with the high volume of traffic on residential streets not built for this purpose.  These connector roads were needed yesterday!
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Responsible planning includes foresight and that includes putting the infrastructure of the 

necessary connector roads in place before further development is approved as well as having the expanded source of water in place before more homes and businesses are built. 

How soon we forget during our current rains that in a drought experienced recently our area was critically close to running totally out of water...and more development is in place and on the horizon to being started.

Home owners of the Fry’s Spring neighborhood have made a commitment to our area by staying, making improvements to our properties, and working for the good of all.  To avoid our area becoming an area of transients who are only here for short periods of time and then go elsewhere for jobs, seeking affordable homes (under $250,000) and affordable rents (that one salary on a middle class budget can afford) then we have to protect our neighborhoods and put this as a TOP PRIORITY or you will see more folks seeking to sell their homes to go elsewhere where neighborhoods are valued more.  

On the horizon of development are “The Woodlands” of 300 units off of Sunset Avenue Extended to be completed by the Summer of 2007,  the Biscuit Run development in excess of 3,000 homes which is three miles from our driveway and, and, and...What will your legacy be for our community?  This is a neighborhood issue as the high volume of speeding traffic is dumped onto JPA from OLR to points beyond.  We ask for your help! 

Points For Action

1.  Get clear plans and commitments for whoever/whatever, to get new roads built to handle the high volume of traffic as well as to create and maintain new traffic patterns.

2.  Nail down water resources for these new communities and do not just talk about it...get it going NOW!

3.  Housing to be built needs to be such that people can afford it...not just fatcat retirement homes or student housing.

HOW?

The Albemarle Planners and the City Planners need to close ranks now to handle this situation of their own making with the help and support of the University of Virginia and all of the developers involved now and in the future.

The Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association expects the neighborhoods to be protected with responsible planning and foresight exhibited by all involved.
